To:  Harris-Bishop,  Rusty[Harris-Bishop. Rusty@epa.gov] 

From:  Rusty  Harris-Bishop 

Sent:  Wed  8/12/2015  6:03:06  AM 

Subject:  August  11  update 

EPA  Region  9 activities  for  Tuesday,  August  11,  2015 

EPA  continues  its  work  in  the  Navajo  nation  in  response  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  water  release, 
eoordinating  with  Navajo  EPA  and  other  stakeholders  as  part  of  the  broader,  three-region 
response.  David  Nez  from  Navajo  Department  of  Emergency  Management  was  designated 
today  as  the  liaison  to  the  Navajo  Nation  for  our  Farmington  Incident  Command  Post  (ICP). 

Working  with  Region  6,  a toll-free  number  has  been  established  for  citizens  requesting  sampling 
for  their  water  well,  or  if  they  need  water  for  livestoek  or  agricultural  irrigation.  (Who  is  doing 
the  sampling?)  The  number  is  844-607-9700.  The  number  is  live  now,  and  has  the  choice  for 
English  or  Spanish  with  a live  speaker,  or  leaving  a message  for  a Navajo  speaker  to  return  their 
eall.  A live  response  in  Navajo  should  be  available  by  Thursday  this  week. 

EPA  eontinued  sampling  at  1 1 surfaee  water  loeations  on  the  San  Juan  River  in  Navajo  (New 
Mexieo  and  Utah).  These  sampling  loeation  are  the  same  as  those  that  Navajo  EPA  Water 
Quality  has  been  sampling,  so  there  is  available  historical  data  to  compare  to  once  we  receive  our 
results.  Navajo  EPA  Water  Quality  representative  Steve  Austin  observed  our  sampling  efforts, 
and  will  begin  taking  samples  tomorrow  in  the  same  locations.  We  have  a 48-hour  turnaround 
time  for  the  sampling  data  and  then  will  validate  and  evaluate  the  results.  We  are  expecting 
results  from  one  sample  taken  Friday  pre-ineident  and  four  samples  taken  Saturday  that  were 
most  likely  mid-event.  We  are  looking  into  additional  labs  that  might  be  able  to  reduce  the 
turnaround  time  for  sampling. 


Plans  for  Wednesday,  Angnst  12,  2015 

Sediment  sampling  will  resume  on  Wednesday,  August  12,  2015.  One  pre-event  sediment 
sample  was  obtained  at  Hogback,  and  sediment  samples  were  collected  at  the  1 1 surfaee  water 
sampling  loeations  on  Monday,  August  1 1 . (Randy,  not  sure  if  this  is  correct.  My  notes  seem  to 
be  eontradictory) 

On  Thursday,  August  13,  2015,  EPA  will  use  boats  to  collect  samples  in  the  middle  of  the  San 
Juan  River  (the  previous  sediment  samples  have  all  been  taken  near  shore).  This  effort  will  help 
EPA  assess  the  impaet  of  the  mine  release  on  the  San  Juan  River. 
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